STOP MOTION STUDIO? YEAH... MY KITCHEN!

AN INTERVIEW WITH ANIMATOR-DIRECTOR-PRODUCER-WRITER-DESIGNER-PAINTER-SCULPTOR-AND
THE GUY WHO MADE A SPACESHIP OUT OF A JUNKED VACUUM CLEANER

ERETT PIPER

BY KEVIN G. SHINNICK

- V.
SPFX: What first interested you in paid and we wenl into profit
filmmaking? Dversens sales?

BRETT PIPER: When | was a kid, 'm swre
thix will shock you, my favonie movie wis
King Kong., When Jack the Giant Killer
came oul, | wis 9 vears old and 1 got w go
sec it im the theater and 1 made a buge inipact
on e, | can rememiber building clay copics
of the two-headed grant and trymg to
animate them. The Tupny thing is, when vour
a kad it looks great.

What wis sour first flm?

A cheap litde black and white vampire
movie, bul | couldnt raise all the money 1o
Fimish it | should have gomen mysel§ o decent
b, worked a couple of years, saved money,
and made the mowvie, Hut | Kept runming
around trving to el investors, which I'm nol
okl

You need an agent.

b5 there an agent whose interested in o client
whio's pever sl a hit?

Fhere must be, there®s a lot of films...
Yeah, 1 don't know how they do i, Look m
Donald Farmer, how does he keep geiting
meiney Lo mike movies, Who keeps giving
it to him, don’t they ever see his films?
After the vampire film, you tried another?
I never stopped. 1 was always doing
storyboards, scopls, maodels and slooting
lest footage 10 ke pround, When 1 finally
got some money, which was not o lot, my
first Teature was 55000 not counting whisl
the metoes were delerred. I wos terrible
hecause, your first tirme af bal, vou've never
plaved the game before and 1 didn't Know
what | was doing. | had to Jlearn, My nexi
one wis much betler.

That lirst one was Mysterions Plawer?
Yeew, the only copy [ have is in Japanese but
Il haven't looked at i

How did vou finally ruise the money?

I walked in 0o 0 guy's office, whie was in
investment councilor in Mew Hampshare and
wiiad, | Wapnl Lo fiake o movie and [ need
mopey, He was inenested, we went into his
wihce, and 1 wis a ":_._'nu! newshsl news
thing. | did get the money, although i ook
forever. Here's a By W hicr = -Ir.‘-|!|n|_; with
clients whw are worth millions and he gets
10 of them to put up 5359000 apiece and it takes
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MODEL STEGOSAURLUS
about o year w pul the deal together. For a
S5,000) investment we had o 35 page
contract. The film was called Martant W

and 1 wis released as Mutoor Men Wand
Prerry Womren, That's when Julia Roberis
was big ond vou know how distribuators
think. Link it with any successiul movie you
cam no matter how pathetic. We never had a
conlracl, or .|||:|.lr||||.:.' i wniting amad il
knoow what that means.

How weere yvou able 1o suppaort yoursel™
Rl life jiba, Maostly artwork of vanouos
kinds., | worked for9 WEArs al 4 dimseiment
park doing everything including designing,
laying cul, and painting advenisements,
signs, and buildings, U'd work on that all day
andd work on movies all night

Gretting back to Mysierions Planei...

It was 2 home movie, it really was. [ shot
with a Bolex 1'd bought second-hand for
S125, The actors were all amatewrs, one

wioman had done some I-:'_1:||III.|| theater
dovwn i the Boston ared. Hot they all gol

“GOOFY"” FROM MUTANT WAR

Yeuh, mostly peckage deals. The puy wio
wirld 18 gal a domesne deal for arownd
S2ULHND which wias 4 times what i cosi. |
mple S 100, CHKE

You did effects, directed and wrote?

Yes, | dida't do the mosic and 1 didm’t net,
bt | did everything else

What type of effects?

It huk stosp-motion, a few glass pantings, o
i wimwoant of mindature work and synthetic
laser effects. The maovie was shot on reversal
film so | would =it doswn with a jewelers
|-:-||||_ H] IiI1:|. hrish and a boltle of blewch and
hleach the emulsion off. People say you can
seratch the film with o pin bt thit doesn
really work, With bleach vou can actually
shade it aff and it's hike retouching o
nerative

Each Mrame?

Wiell, there aren’t that many Frames invalved
im loser effects, Sam Shermian af Independen
International modde e an offer for the fillm
Wie were up to 535 000 for a movie that cosl
Y1 T7.5KED s0 owe doubled odir TR e
company who was distributing Mamet of i
Fhimoscaars wics inberesded ot ||5n,'_1. I!||||l,|_|:|s|
it would be n good companion flm

Your next llm was Baffle for the Lost
Plarer. This one had more special effects
amd o bigeger buodget.

Yeah, 11 did, i was 5600000

YWou did matte paintings again?

It woas bisically the same deal only a litle
more accomplished. Motte pammtings,
AR Lo, mafeiTuRes i sets, | bl 3
spoce ship indenors, 2 alien ships. an Earth
ship, a forest, a tree and a garage

Do vou find a lot of egos involved in
filmmaking ™

I've never worked with big stars but 've
noticed thut, the more ego the less
kniwledie. I scems you can have the ego
of the talent but you can't hiave bogh.

In your next film you had Cameron
Mitchel,

He wis o pussycal, 1 EHpoY el wmktn!_' Wk
lurim

That was Mufand Wirr?

Yeah, same budget, | never gob paid for it



The fimished, the
distributor took 1, waved good-bye
anad we never heard rom them again
andd we had nothing on papser proving

INOY IS WS

|||_' [k ' ||'.|.1_'|_| % i R L|.'| I he
distributor in New York, Amn
Schweitrer from Cinevest was

xl.pp;h-:.,] iy e payimg {oor thiis thine
A far as | kpow he never pal up o
msckel and he's ihe one whivs g tha
FIS0Y BES ”'H.':- slso ded the cut
It°s nal vour original col?
1 diadl & rowgh cut. an assembly, and

they took it and fmished i inoo weck,

Thiere was absmat 2 mwonths work o dao bt
A wanted o tke it to the Amencan Film
Market in a week, The people who chid i,
Rainbow Productions did a hell of o joh, It
winmk. bist of wiks dome 1n a week

It was shol on AXEmm?

It wios ihe only thing | ever shod on 1%
Would vou shood in 35mm again?

I'm working on a film now with a decent
budget. and we might get some kind of
theatrical release, in which case we'll shoot
aiide from that, no, pever, You doat
need i, Temm books just as good on video
That's the basic market now, television
amd vichen,

Yeah, or this kKind of thing

Aber bedng barnl, voil Reep plugging on..
You keep hoping things will get better. |
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i, iy woek i peiting belier, [1s nol greal

bt it pets benter every Dilm, 've done two

il where | really hod no serrous proflems

Cine s oisl there under the title A Nvwgphustad

Bartwrrign T Dinosowr Bell

It wus called flark Fortress al one Dme?

1' E%

-.-r'.:ln.ull:. a semi-medieval Tamiasy thi gl
« Qiimesd it o ] nike |h'||}'

By Troima.

Tromn bowght it finished. changed the tile

thal was the arpginal otle. I was

DINO-BEETLE FROM A NYMPHOID BARBARIAN
IN DNNOSAUR HELL

anel onily adided the prologue

Most people know that flm. 11°s the one
shown on L'SA Network.

Yo Koo, i's naol that bad. When | wanched
il again, | actually went back o check oul
unelfect §ded to Kandd ol redresh FI FIRCITROEY
because | wis dodng something samilar. It
st @ classie, but | was surpiised 0 ne
wate hing i1 that most of wheat | was irving io
get on film pretty much got there. I's a linthe
sl In puaris,

e casd wias nol had Tor local actors.
Yes, all lecal octors. Some of them pretty
talenbed

The things | really like are the dinosaurs,
Yeah, but there are no chndsanrs 1 il

Thie ereitures, the monsters, | keep calling
them dinosaurs, How did vou plan the
elTecls shois?

Lo of the special el fects were m=ciumerna
imialbe shids

iMd vou make any money on this fm?
Mo, the fellow who plaved the villuin was
alsny thee O |||u.j|,|._.;r Hie rasied imeeisey 1o
i. The day the movie finished, he sold s
construction busimess and decided be was a
Tikmy prosiiscer
and cun't make the mongage payments

Trorraa cories along ind makes uxa VETY had

i months later he's hroke,

ofler bl | dudi | lgive

thie heeart to tell the guy.

THEY BITE!

I'm not signing the
conlract because il
sucks. 50 in order for
ks srue Eo LRI Fl.l.rt
of his invesiment, we
sl e movee al & loss
Where did you shioaot
ey Bue’?

Down i Flosnda

Was this an orginal
prllJ-['ﬂ ol I1.r|-|lh.'.'

Pin, Ball Links who was
the executive producer

on Deadiime Staries
finally pomed up the

moncy and told me he wanted a
movie with fish monsters and tits,
wov | wrode ham a movie with fish
moasiers and tits and when he read
11 e cnlled me and sagcl, ™ You drdn’t
tell me it was goang o be a comedy.”
I said, what the hell else do vou
expect when you tell me you wani 3
mowie with fish monsters and tits

That would have been o belter
tile!
Well
e [dan O Banmds wias '-.h|.|-|'-|1|||.1.:

Thev Bire, of course, was a

aroned for vears and Links just lifted
the title
And you, of course, tossed a lof of
references (o Muomanoids From The Deep.
O well, yeah, Humansids From the Deep

THEY BITE!

was Link's model, That was the lemplate we
were supposad (o be wsing on thes film
Whant wais Lhe badgel?

It ws the highest bodget | had so far but a
lont @l 40 s wasted. 1t was supposed tio cond
S100.000 and it ended up somewhere
bBetween 5120,0000 and 5180,0(00

Again yvou were directing and doing
clfects and..

And shoiteng, and sound, everything ¢xcepd
il music amd scting

Youi gl @ lod of pross coverage vel the film
was picked up by g small distributor?

I was told by Links thot within a couple of
mwsnthe, o fairly larpe video company offerned
lim a uidaner it o deolbars for i He spenl
S L0 O wn loe s choubled his money. Bui he
held om po the mavie lor years, warting fiosr
sospibcosse (o give him g million for o and of
course nobody did. Whalever inferest there

wis, sor of petered out and he had bo setthe
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“THE GRASP™ FROM
RETURN OF CAPTAIN SINBAD

for wohalever e coald gel

¥ v al legst ke ITHRENEY CHE this one”
| gt pand, and echnically U'm supposed o
pct 25, bul no, | did this for hire and it wioild

have been Ok but whal shyould have been a

& roauth job stretched on for 2 vears

I n-nlilg. ﬂlju:l.l_'ll The Retuwrn of Capiain
Kinbad,

Yieah, that was almost literally 3 one man
job because | didn't have any actors in that
I had wokces for a doy. That's the one I'mi
hapmiest with

It reminded me a little of Rankin/ s,

b Th quite as slick os 3 Hankin/Bass bBul |
think 1t has mioee exiane to il The setx aie
il pod moge elaborate, mavbe a litile more
realistic, | think Sinbad, by and larse is o
prety good film

I"m waiting for it to come ool on video,

I just got a call about that last week
Dnfisrtunuiie ::. 1% el ||p'.l.|l:|'| L LXmseier
Rabes people. Thev're supposed (o be
muarketing o

You goi Roddy McolDowell (o do the
narralion.

Yeah, be wois very Imnk. Hie sand

probably get an actor just s good (or 300

LT

bl voss AT el My naEme

THE PIPER KITCHEN TABLE STUDIO

How was be to work with'?

I pever met hime | spoke with hom twao o
three times on the phone and W agreed Lo
terms and he suggested a sound recording
studiny eonvensent toe hes hoame rusk senl
lirn the namatos and be rend o

wo he's never seen Uhe lilm?

Mol ms Tar as | ko, He was very pood. He
pecked upy a cpusck SO0 for hall an hour s
winrk

S AR AR

['hat's not really cutrmgeois for i mian in his
i [T whien v s -|'.||:.I think abosinl what
WML '.'-.'--|1'|' are gelung for less work than
that. He really sets the tone of the whale film
When people see this 1 think they'll see
hass righit he was for the project,

O, s periedt and people recogmiae his
VIHECE, 1l was puast sl

I you create most of your effects @l
hasme?

Al of my effects. Except when 1 had foshaool

elfects on 35mm because |

ANIMATION SETUP FOR DINOSALUR BABES
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i v aBel ) T h1]

cuLiE T
What size

ure  your

models®

I'm making them bigger now The ones in
Nyvmiplioned Barborian were relatively timy,
1d sy aboart 100 inches I-'||:_' Al 1he s12e

HI'\.'

ones | ve Deen |1|.|L||:_.' lately have been

of a dinossiur oy vou'd buy in the store

arcaind twenty tnches long
Moo, let s tnlk about fmoconr Babes,
Lodlened ot b0 Drosm Tersa. | called them up,

"I!.'-ll

knaova, v ol i hoqese Tull of dimosanrs and

talked o Llovd Kaufman and said

wird guvs like movies with logs of babes, i

wie do o movie called Dinosaur
Habes ™ He sand,"Greal, can | rewnie the
LTI y l_||.| | -_|||| | SE] “'..,' .!.,'.l W .|.L'.I-\.=
In retrospect, do you wish vou went with
I ?

1l

¢ o commplants abosit Troma, o be
honest with vou, exoepl they ang faskeless
people whao dont have the shghiest interest
iR |i|||__' Uecent oy e

Butl olher than that vou can deal with
them?

Theew'ne honest. f|'||.':- Vit miEver screwed me
Whisch s more that | can sl BT lake Two

Rl 'a.llhlrillll'h.

SPACESHIF FOR DINOSAUR BABES
[ANYONE MISSING A VACUUMT)



STOP-MOTION STEGOSAURUS FOR DINDSAUR KID

Haow elbd vou get invialved with Take Two
productions?

Steve Williams, the production manager on
vy B, smd “Let me nose around and see
if 1can find anybody who sants 1o put up
some money. A shor winle lter he cailled
me back with the number of Take Twao
Productions, down near Mame, 5 weeks
later we had a deal to do the mowvie
Hamdshake agrecment basically, and he was
saying we were going 1o the AFM and make
a million dollars, and my cut would be
several humdred
]'n‘1:..|||1:|;: Wil _-.'-.1i|'|:_' Ereal and 4 momhs

thousand dollars
luder it was a disaster,

I recently came oul on video,

We had an agreement, Take Two productions
winuld take my name off the Hilm becasse
ivs mol my mesyee, | hisven | even seen the
thing. | wis supposed o have complete, oral
agrecment only, creative contnol. As soom os
||'||_':| haidd ol thie LU T Ihr:\-. meacled, they
vanked the thing oul from under me and
fimasheed it themselves, They basically ook
thie j-.'ull;||__'|_' ared imacle the oV, so e
. THYIE :rIILI 50T N "-II11||]:\ Mid mane

Models were muade just for the movie?
Mo, | haid them by g aroumd the bouse, The
oply one made for the movie was the glang
mitiunt T-Rex head.

Did vou do the casting?

f"".'nl_ e 5:||| WikO '|1|-|g.|.'|.| thie lead §5 ot an
actress, but George thought she was cute and
inwiled her o stay in s traler dunng the
shoot und she ended up being our lead
There's also @ space ship im this film,
Actundly i's o vacuum cleaner. | walked ipto
i v wiieunpm cleineTr ~.h-'-|1. |1|-.'J-.-'.'-.| ane ool
af o junk pile, took it home and three hoars
later it wis o space ship,

So yo've haed a0 problem with this flin
and §'s tnken ol of iy hands ;JI.’,J.IEH.
Yeah, it's gong, history. Nod only that bt
they stiffed me with the lab bills, Mot big
time, just whatever was left over when they

cul me loose

And sou still want o make
mnother Hm?

I"m working on pcouple fillms
Chee 15 called fhenesaur K
and I've bieen Irving o gl i
off the ground since before
JTurasxic Park. (M
by wanded dincsaurs back
them. | have some good besds

nosy, but s an expensive

CLPLIT S,

jiiie Thil & EOImg 1o Coal
around o million dollars. The
pdhver one s called LAraermeac,
chon't steal the title! s about o
innbed hiwese with a ghaost i the plumbing
s o S35, 00600 maowvie | want to shood Focally
by myselfl with amateurs

Anything besides those Two projects?

I'm working on g movie called The Kelpie
with o guy in New Jersey, numed Curl
Morna, He's never actially mide o film
e semt this scipl aboiit a haunted lake with
a webrd eremune in it, 1's actually guiie good
What are vour feelings on compuler
animation,

I'm wure 11's gl Whiet boheers e s the
people w o run this business don't think in
termes of technigee or art or anything. They
think in terms ol _,:i|:||1'||-..'L- anid [ovs Aiwd
they also think in terms of trends, which
s it for every new oy they have, they
baive W throsw Ay old ane. You shoaald
keep the old technigues that sall work amd
they don't understand this, | hisd o lie 1o
people and el them my work 1= compaern
anmmistion, and the ironic thing is they don't
know the difference
tryinmg fos sl St 10 someboddy they said

In facl. wihsen 1 wias

Ti's stop-modion and nobody's doing tha
amymione, s all computers now, AL the nme
they were saving that Mightmare Befon
Chirisemas was the number ome video and |
|14,|-|:|1|_-|J thmt evt G Dheea aindl 1I||._':l. saml
“Chh different, that's all
computers,” They dont Know, they
have mo clue. | stll don't thonk

|_|I-r|1|'||,-:||_'r I|I'|i|1:.||I.-.'\III ||'\l|'\l|\'\ LT

il s

reilshe thik SO L0 B jusl ks
resilistie in o different way. | mean, yes
1% smmessthier, bul o dioesn t have e
wenght and tesiure of o real animal. 1t
lipoks like a big, huzey cortoo, Vi
baothers mwe about Cormpualers is nod thi
peophe want 1o use them, but that nows
compulers arc the 1III|:- I]I|I'|!.' Wil anc
cxpeciod 1o use, which | think s st

1hin Vbl think in |||.|||[|.l|'|-|.m|'l there is &
fuiure for stop-motion animation’!

Yeah, because there are shll people who

il to di it Technology docsn't render old
art forms obsolete, it just ddds on o them

and evervbody realizes this but the mopey
people

i's just different tools and differem
technigues for each onc.,

| think =0, [t's ke whit Jim Danforth said
swbiat sindmmation, " The thing about animatio
isn'l that it's realistic, 11's that it has sivle.”
umd that's true. The older techmigues aren’
EOamE Wy, that's e TLimany lh1|:|!.'. '|_|!u.'_'.-'|'|:
on MTY, ihey're on Mickelodeon, they're
being wsed i TV mds all the time. | mean,
Home fmproverrent this week has got a Will
Vinton clay ammanion scene in it 11 s naol
goang away beciuse the public sull lkes i,
Amny advice to give anvone who wanis (o
get into flmmaking?

Don't! Bt's very hard and most of the time
wour niof going to have fun

Last words?

I've realized in the last few years I'm not a
kid anymare, as I'm shlepping oo middle
age | orealize thit the bottom end of the
business s where | belong, | wisn't cul oul
fo 2o B Holdlyvwoosd and make epics, 1 was
cul oarl 1o go 1o obscore places and make

movies for o hundred thoovsond dollars,
That's where I'm comfortable. Well, QK I'm
never comiortable, but that's where | el i

Thanks a low I"ve had a great time talking
with you,

Kewin &

VINEAGE MoVies End workd placs
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Shinnick s & writer

dirpcionacion sEarnng in many stago
piays ag well as classic malian
pictumes such as The Regensraied
Man & Vamowra Wivens From Vonous

Fainih dilsn wrildd lod Chllay Thaalne
and hiz hobbies arg collacting



